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HANNINGTON NEWS 

Hannington’s “Down Memory Lane” photo and archives event, held 
on 9th and 10th August, drew 
people from far and wide.  The 
fact that it could happen at all 
was thanks to Gareth Martin of 
Kingsclere’s Photo Club and 
Local History Association, who 
kindly loaned the display boards 
needed to mount the display.

It proved to be a happy and 
well-attended event with the 
village hall full of lively chatter 
over almost the entire 12 
hours of opening.   Memories 
were revisited, acquaintances 
rekindled and 150 years of 
village history pored over.  
We learned more about our 
old school from past pupils, the war years, Michael’s Field and 
Hannington Band to name a few.  The archives will now be safely stored 
and hopefully added to for future interest.

Part of the aim was to raise funds for the Wales Air Ambulance Service.  
Their skills have this year saved 
the life of a Hannington 
resident, caught in a road traffic 
accident.  The total raised is 
£5,076 (including gift aid) and 
our sincere thanks go to the 
organisers and all who 
supported both the event and 

charity.
      Maggie Hughes
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WENDY'S WANDERINGS  
For July I have increased the scale of my Wanderings and the scope 

and the heat (believe it or not!)   I went to Italy!   As this year is my big 
birthday year, when my family asked what I wanted to do....I opted for a 
week in Tuscany with my whole family.  The whole family being nine 
people. My birthday is in October but holidays needing to be in school 
holidays, we opted for July.  The weekend before was the Opera in West 
Green Gardens which is a very grand affair with everyone in evening 
dress, a luxury picnic in a Raj tent (nine of my party going together) by 
the lake. Then the Opera, which was Macbeth, was wonderful and 
dramatic.  Followed by the gardens being lit up and everyone allowed to 
walk round them.  A truly magical event.  

The next week was a rush to pack for the trip to an incredible villa 
in an olive grove just outside Lucca.   The place was amazing with 
chandeliers from Venice, a swimming pool, outdoor eating and views of 
the mountains to die for,  My son hired a people carrier at the airport to 
fit us all in.   Then as we had arrived in Pisa early we left the car and 
luggage, took a train into Pisa itself and viewed the leaning tower.  Then 
we set off to the Villa. Next day we visited Lucca  (a walled city where 
Puccini was born with a museum which I loved as he wrote opera ) and a 
tower with trees growing on the top.  I did not venture up the 400 steps 
but saw the pictures!   We went to Florence (by train) saw the statue of 
David; threw a coin down the famous copper  boar in the market place;  
saw the Duomo and all the wonders including lunch.  As we were leaving 
my grandson asking how I was enjoying my birthday treat said " You are all 
right now you have seen the pig and the naked man!".  We went to the 
five coastal cities with their beautiful harbours and coloured houses 
hanging on the cliffs.  We had a day at the seaside swam in the pool at the 
villa and visited a marvellous supermarket!  We had many meals in 
sundrenched squares and ate Gelato every day.   When we cooked in the 
great wood and marble kitchen my daughters did the cooking.  The whole 
week was superb.  Now we are into August and my brothers' birthday 
treat which is a trip to Hever Castle to have a feast and an opera about 
Anne Boleyn (who once lived there) and it still is not my actual birthday. 
… I have things planned for September and for October. When I get to 
November I will be exhausted!  

Enjoy the hot weather and the holiday time.               Wendy Pagdin













22

REV. JILL’S JOTTINGS 

Dear Parishioners,

I am writing this piece in mid-August.  August, the traditional month for 
holidays - the schools are closed, the prices go up and many places are 
seriously overcrowded!  However it is a great thing to visit somewhere 
different and to make good memories to bring home.  Holidays began as 
Holy Days.   Thousands of years ago, the great leader of the Hebrews, 
Moses, was given 10 rules for community living.  One of them set the 
pattern for a regular rest day - the seventh day of each week, known as 
the Sabbath.  It was (and is) observed as a day for worship and for rest.  
The early christian community, to distinguish themselves, chose the first 
day of the seven-day week for their Holy Day.

The tradition of visiting holy places is ancient too, for example the holy 
city of Jerusalem where Jesus himself went as a pilgrim.  For his followers 
the places Jesus visited were holy.  Not just Jerusalem but Bethlehem and 
Nazareth.   Over the centuries other places were associated with holy 
men and women such as Rome, Compostela, Lourdes, Canterbury and 
nearer to home Winchester and Salisbury.  A journey to such a place was 
a way of being in touch with God and some of his followers.

Today people still visit holy places.  An open church with a visitors book 
will show that our churches in the Benefice are signs of God’s interest 
and presence.  Places that hold history and memories for many.   Places 
to visit at significant moments in life, to find peace and welcome in a 
busy and sometimes confusing world.

Maintaining a church building is a struggle both financially and at a 
practical level but the buildings are very much needed in our 
communities and by those who visit - thanks to everyone who supports 
their upkeep, keep up the Good Work.

Shalom
Rev. Jill Bentall
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Kingsclere Community Library
Our Annual Giant Book and Picture Sale will take place at 

the Fieldgate Centre on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th October 2025.  
Thousands of good quality books will be available so make a note of the 
date!  Book donations can be taken to the Kingsclere Community Library 
from 1st September 2025.  Paper forms for entering pictures into the 
picture sale will be available in the Kingsclere Community Library from 
Tuesday 16th September and on-line forms will be available on our 
website from the same date.  PLEASE DO NOT DELIVER PICTURES TO 
THE LIBRARY AS WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT THEM.

We would very much like to thank the anonymous donor who 
gave us our new very smart A Board – we are really very grateful as the 
last one was literally on its last legs!

…… and finally – the Mad Hatter and his friends will be visiting 
the library throughout October  - more information in the next issue!!
HOURS Tuesday and Thursday     1.00pm - 5.30pm

Saturday            10.00am -  1.00pm
Nicki Lee, Library Phone 01635 297464
kingsclerelibrary@gmail.com www.kingsclerelibrary.co.uk

mailto:kingsclerelibrary@gmail.com
http://www.kingsclerelibrary.co.uk







































